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The receni front-page *‘sxposes™ in the Wall

.S!regf Journzl and the Washington Post of

“mistakes’”. and ““misleading statements’’ in the
State Department’s White-Paper. on Commu'nst
interference in El Salvador closely parallel an at-
tack on the White Paper by CIA® defector Philip
Azee, who wasin the national news last week when
the Supreme Court upheld the right of the U.S.

zovernment to deny him an American p'xsspon on’
crounds that he isa danoer to me natxonal secumy
2f the U.S. . .

In tele phon° mterwews \mb HUMAN EYENTS
Journel reporter " Jonathan Kwitny : and " Post
reporter Rabert Kaiser both aanowledz,ed that
they consulted a detailed. 46-pa ze critique of the
White' Paper by "Agee before theu‘ ‘sfories” were
nublished on “June 8 and’ Juue 9. They deuy that
they p'tssed off any of Agee’s work’ as their own
aad, in fact, don’ tcharge, as Agee does, that sorne
of the capturad Sﬂlvador;m guerrilla” ducumems
reieased with the White Papcr were fabmated by
the CIA. But Kwitny at one point r°fcrred 1Q the
docum\,nls 2s “allegedly” capturcd

Nevut‘xcks< a companson of the Post and
Juunzal articles with the Agee paper reveals that
many of the poin(s made by Agee can be found in
ilie stories by ha;ier and Kwnmy (see box lor afew
examples).

Although Journalbts can’t be faulted fof pursu-
ing leads from any source, there is absolutely no
hint in the Journal or the Post that Agee had pro-.
duc;d a massive crxtxquc of the White Paper, or
that it- served as a ma‘.or source for hzuser and
Kwitney. o S

Kaiser told us that an Larly draft of his story
-mennmpd Agce-and other ¢ritics of the White
l’ap;.r However, his editors suggested, and Kaiser |
said he agreed, to drop that reference because it
was lengthy and unnocessary. Cera L

ln a detaxled rebutial io the Jaumal and Post
stories released on Junz 17, the State Department
acknowledged that ;h° pzwspapers had correctly
identified a **few points of misstated detail or am-
biguous formulations.”” Bu: :1e State Department
saidd these **do not in any vy change the conclu-
stons of the report’. on the Communist arms
shipments to the Salvadoran guerriuas. Much of !

the criticism, the State Department ‘said, was!
“inaccourate’ - ar “*haced Approved For Release 2009/02/04 : CIA- RDP91BOO134ROOO400130006 0 M.
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- Ahbou"h the Journal and the Post never men-

- ped arms to insurgents in El Salvador hut that the

‘confirmed the white book.” The Times added

- ?‘.rrcl\.vant to lhe evidence”’ in the documems. .

'5and the Post is that the account of Salvadoran
‘Communist party chief Shafik Handal’s trip to
' various Communist countries in search of arms ap-
_pears not to have been written by Handal, but bya ,

“STAT

(.. " "However; in ‘contrast 10: tee: sensational. i
“T'frort -page “treatment accorded the- critical
) anaiyse:., which have been exploxled by the
Communists as *‘evidence’ that U.S. policy
on Fl Salvador is *‘a bunch of lies,”” the
' Washington Post’s brief story on the rebuttal
" was buried back on page 29, Thke Journal has
) ignored Ihe State Department rebuttal.

tioned it in their “‘exposes,” statements in the.
Whiite Paper that Cuba played a key role in arms
shipments to the Salvadoran guerrillas have been
confirmed by Fidel Castro himself. According to
an April 25 article in the New York Times, a senior
West German politician recently visifed Cuba
**and was told by Fidel Castro that Cuba had ship-

shxpmems had ended.” -~ oo
The Times quoted a West - German party

spokesman as saying, ‘‘Castro did not deny that

shipments of weapons took place and ir that sense

P

that**.. .he said Mr. Castro had insisted that the
shipments had ‘ended and that the’ Sovm Union
had not bzen involved.” B .
-Focusing largely on the 19 documems reLased;
by the State Department, 2 small portion of those;
that were captured, the critics of the White Paper |

. charge that, the authorship of some is really,

unknown, 2, point the State Departnent says is

“"For example a point made by Agee, the Journat

Cuban or in Cuba L R

In response the Statc Dcpartment says the ant-
biguity - about who wrote the report “is” not
material to whether Handal made the trip and the'
nature of the commitments received.” . The
Salvadoran. guerrillas rcceived and stored cor-?

respondence from a number of foreign sourccs, the 1 o

State Dcpartment says, and if the document v»as
written by a Cuban, *‘it would on!y further rein- ! ‘
force the conclusnon of dircct’ Cub:m 1molve-
“ment.’ e . D e

TR
s v




